
A SYNOPSIS OF THE BOOKS 
OF ADAM AND EVE 
Second Revised Edition 

edited by 
Gary A. Anderson 
Michael E. Stone 

Copyright © 1 9 9 9 by the Society o f Biblical Literature 

All rights reserved. N o part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and 
recording, or by means of any information storage or retrieval system, except as may 
be expressly permitted by the 1976 Copyright Act or in writing from the publisher. 
Requests for permission should be addressed in writing to the Rights and Permis­
sions Office, Scholars Press, P.O. Box 15399, Adanta, GA 30333-0399 , USA. 

Library o f Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Life of Adam and Eve. Polyglot. 
A synopsis of the books of Adam and Eve / edited by Gary A. 

Anderson, Michael E. Stone. — 2nd rev. ed. 
p. cm. — (Early Judaism and its literature ; no. 17) 

Text in English, Armenian, Georgian, Greek, Latin, and Slavonic. 
Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index. 
ISBN 0-7885-0566-1 (cloth : alk. paper) 
1. Life of Adam and Eve—Criticism, Textual. I. Anderson, Gary 

A., 1 9 5 5 - . II. Stone, Michael E., 1 9 3 8 - III. Tide. 
IV. Series. 
BS1830.A25A1 1999 
229' .911—dc21 99-28348 

CIP 

Printed in the United States of America 
on acid-free paper 





Pericopes 36-39 History of the Stelae 96E 

36 (following Mozley) [52] Then Seth made (two?) tablets of stone and (two?) of earth, (and he devised 
the cjqjs of letters?) and wrote on them the life of this father, Adam, and his mother. Eve, which he had heard 
from them and seen with his own eyes. He placed the tablets in the middle of his father's house in the oratory 
where he prayed to the Lord. After the flood, these written tablets were seen by many men (these written 
stones?) but were legible to no one. 
Solomon, however, being wise, saw the writing and prayed to the Lord. There appeared to him an angel of tiie 
Lord, saying: "I am he who held tiie hand of Setii, that he might write these stones with his fmger (with an 
iron fmger/ witii an iron stylus?). You will be knowledgeable of tiiese writings, so that you might know and 
understand (whence tiiey are) what all tiiese stone contain, and where the oratory was where Adam and Eve 
worshipped tiie Lord God. You must build there tiie temple of tiie Lord, which is tiie house of prayer. 
Then Solomon completed tiie temple of the Lord God, and called these letters 'achiliacae,' that is, written 
without tiie teaching of words' ('achiliacae' stones, which is in Latin, teaching written without lips' / achilia­
cae' which is in Latin, parchments 'written witiiout the teaching of books' ?) by the finger of Seth, while the 
angel of die Lord held his hand. 
[53] On tiiese stones was found what Enoch, tiie seventh from Adam, prophesied before tiie flood about tiie 
coming of Christ: "Behold tiie Lord will come in his sanctuary (in his holy soldiers, in his soldiers, in his 
holy clouds ?) to render judgment on all and to accuse tiie impious of all their works by which they have 
spoken concerning him — sinners, impious murmurers, and the irreligious who have lived according to tiieir 
feelings of desire, and whose moutiis have spoken pridefuUy. [IV+Those whose mouths have spoken 
pridefully will go to Hades, but tiie just will surely go rejoicing into tiie kingdom of heaven. 
[54] (Adam entered tiie (jarden after forty days, and Eve after eighty. Adam was in tiie Garden for seven years 

and in one day tiiey moved every beastUV 
37 [55]. It must be known tiiat the body of Adam was formed of eight parts. The first part was of the dust of 
tiie earth, from which was made his flesh, and tiiereby he was sluggish. The next part was of tiie sea, from 
which was made his blood, and tiiereby he was aimless and fleeing. The tiiird part was of the stones of the 
eartii, from which his bones were made, and tiiereby he was hard and covetous. The fourth part was of the 
clouds, from which were made his tiioughts, and tiiereby he was immoderate. The fifth part was of tiie wind, 
from which was made his breatii, and thereby he was fickle. The sixtii part was of the sun, from which were 
made his eyes, and tiiereby he was handsome and beautiful. The seventh part was of the light of tiie world, 
from which he was made pleasing, and thereby he had knowledge. The eight part was of the Holy Spirit, from 
which was made his soul, and tiiereby are tiie bishops, priests, and all tiie saints and elect of God. 
38 [56]. It must also be known tiiat God made and formed Adam in tiiat place where Jesus was bom, tiiat is, 
in tiie city of Betiilehem, which is in tiie center of tiie eartii. There Adam was made from tiie four comers of 
tiie eartii, when angels brought some of tiie dust of tiie earth from its parts, viz. Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, 
and Uriel. This earth was white and pure like tiie sun and it was gathered together from the four rivers, tiiat is, 
tiie Geon, Phison, Tigris, and Euphrates. Man was made in the image of God, and he blew into his face the 
breatii of life, which is tiie soul. For just as he was gatiiers from tiie four rivers, tiius from tiie four winds he 
received his breatii. 
39 [57] When Adam was made, and tiiere was no name assigned to him yet, tiie Lord said to the four angels 
to seek a name for him. Michael went out to tiie east and saw tiie eastem star, named Ancolim, and took its 
first letter from it. Gabriel went out to tiie soutii, and saw tiie soutiiem star, named Disis, and took its first 
letter from it. Raphael went out to tiie north, and saw the northem star, named Arthos, and took its first latter 
from it. Uriel went out to the west, and saw the western star, named Mencembrion, and took its first letter 
from it. When tiie letter were brought togetiier, tiie Lord said to Uriel: "read tiiese letters." He read tiiem and 
said, "Adam." The Lord said: "Thus shall his name be called. "Here ends the life of our protoplast, Adam, and 
his wife. Eve. 


